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TOGETHER, FORWARD
Spaulding was established 54 years ago in response to the 
belief that every child had the right to grow up in a safe and 
permanent family. Today, Spaulding continues to hold true 
to the mission and core values of our founders. Through 
our three divisions, the Agency continues to deliver services 
and develop products that are designed to equip foster and 
adopt parents with knowledge, skills and competencies 
needed to ensure children grow up in a safe and permanent 
home and have the help they need to succeed.

Despite the many challenges still posed by COVID-19, 
this Annual Report to Our Community provides an 
overview of our work and how we continue to fulfil our 
mission. Even with the COVID related challenges impacting 
foster care and adoptive services, the members of the 
Spaulding team have continued to provide what is needed 
for each child and family in our care.



MR. MICHAEL GENE “MIKE” LUCCI (1939-2021) 
We dedicate our 2021 Annual Report 
to Michael Gene “Mike” Lucci, 
longtime supporter of Spaulding for 
Children. The Detroit Lions star,  
businessman, sportscaster, and  
philanthropist died October 26.  
We remember him as a great human 
being who did all he could to help 
children and our Agency without 
expecting anything in return.

Mr. Lucci became an advocate of 
Spaulding for Children during a Lions 
pre-season training camp circa 1970. 
Several children from Spaulding had 
been invited to watch practice and 
afterwards asked if they could carry 
his helmet and shoulder pads to the 
locker room.

A short time later, while at a dinner 
with his friends and golf partners,  
Mr. Lucci talked about the kids 

he had met. “How can we help?” 
they asked. Mr. Lucci opened his 
checkbook and made out a draft. All 
present did the same. Their generosity 
soon became the Mike Lucci Golf 
Tournament, which raised more than 
$2 million over a 30-year period.

Mr. Lucci also established an education 
endowment fund for the children 
served by Spaulding, the Michael G. 
Lucci Education Endowment Fund, 
in memory of his father, the late 
Louis G. Lucci.

In 2019, Mr. Lucci became the first 
recipient of the Spaulding for Children 
Ambassador Award, given in  
recognition of his service on behalf 
of children and Spaulding for more 
than 30 years. The honor is now the 
Mike Lucci Ambassador Award.
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THANK 
YOU 
WITH ALL 
OUR HEARTS
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Jessica Harris-Loudd remembers 
the exact moment a magistrate 
ordered that she and her 12 siblings 
be removed from the custody of her 
mother. It was the instant she knew 
what she had to do.

“I needed to make sure we all stayed 
together,” Ms. Harris-Loudd said. 
“We are a family.”

It was Ms. Harris-Loudd’s first time in 
a Michigan courtroom. It also was her 
13th birthday.

As the second oldest in her biological 
family, and as the oldest girl, Ms. 
Harris-Loudd already was becoming 
an expert at child care, cooking and 
performing many of the other important 
aspects of keeping a home. She has 
an older brother, but he had already 
moved out of their mother’s home.

Two aunts stepped forward and served 
as foster/kinship parents for the 
children. While they were in separate 
homes, they still could be together, 
along with their biological mother. 

“That birthday in court also was the 
first time I heard of Spaulding for 
Children,” Ms. Harris-Loudd said. 
“They were there for me and my  
siblings then, and they’ve been a part 
of who I am ever since.”

Three years to the day after that first 
time in a Michigan courtroom that 
removed her and her 12 brothers and 
sisters from their parent’s custody,  
Ms. Harris-Loudd was formally adopted 
by her aunt. It was her 16th birthday.

Ms. Harris-Loudd credits Spaulding 
for Children for helping them stay 
together as a family. Spaulding  

Ms. Jessica Harris-Loudd

ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN THE FUTURE
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provided guidance, resources and 
expert care that helped keep her  
siblings together. Spaulding also 
helped her identify scholarships for 
college and recommended Jessica 
to a special program at Schoolcraft 
College that provided support for 
adoptive and foster students.

Through Spaulding scholarships, 
including support from the Michael G. 
Lucci Education Endowment Fund, 

Ms. Harris-Loudd was able to study 
culinary arts and later criminal justice, 
earning two associate degrees.

Ms. Harris-Loudd originally had 
planned a career in the Department 
of Homeland Security or in the United 
States Navy or Air Force, but asthma 
kept her from military and police  
service. So, Jessica determined she 
would develop her entrepreneurial  
abilities. She capitalized on her 
striking physical appearance, serving 
as a fashion model. She also enrolled 
in cosmetology school and began 
to plot a career providing beauty 
services to clients out of her home. 
She plans to open her own salon in 
the near future.

The team at Spaulding for Children 
saw her as an inspiration for others 

and asked her to talk to high school 
age children who were in similar 
circumstances. Today she participates 
with DreamTek, an organization  
devoted to helping children from 
foster care and other challenging 
backgrounds explore career and  
educational possibilities. She also 
serves as a mentor to children in foster 
care, helping them know they are not 
alone on their path to adulthood.

“Everyone has a choice,” Ms. Harris- 
Loudd said. “You don’t have to be 
like your parents or anyone else. The 
future can bring limitless possibilities. 
Thanks to Spaulding and all the  
people who have cared for me and 
my siblings, I know that is true.”

“  I needed to make 
sure we all stayed 
together – We are  
a family.”
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We hope the new year brings you 
the blessings of good health, a joyful 
spirit and a deep feeling of community.  
Most of us did not anticipate that the 
disruptions of the pandemic would 
continue into 2022 and, while we are 
beginning to resume some routines, 
we all continue to be impacted by 
COVID and its variants. Over this 
past year, our focus continued to 
be on the safety and wellbeing of 
the families and children we serve, 
our generous community, and our 
hard-working staff.

We salute you for your courage and 
adaptability – the way you “walked the 
walk” this past year. Your commitment 
has inspired us to remain strong and 
resilient. In the midst of these difficult 

times, we successfully carried out our 
strategic objectives and built stronger 
partnerships with community  
organizations. Through partnerships 
and collaborations, we hosted webinars 
and training opportunities tailored to 
parents and child welfare practitioners’ 
specific needs. And, we wrote and 
were awarded two five-year federal  
grants that we expect to greatly 
enhance our services and supports to 
kinship families, promote shared  
parenting, and the authentic engage-
ment of youth in finding permanency.

We worked closely with business 
organizations and community partners 
to bring services and resources to our 
families and clients. We celebrated the 
incredible dedication and hard work of 

A MESSAGE FROM 

Atty. Bruce A. Henderson
Board Presidnet
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THE PRESIDENTS

Ms. Cristina Peixoto
President and CEO

our parents, foster, kinship, guardian-
ship and adoptive families. Our hearts 
were warmed by the support of 184 
generous donors. And we gave back 
to a local food bank and to a home-
less veteran organization. We want 
to extend a note of gratitude to you, 
our board members, staff, volunteers, 
donors, and community partners, for 
your unwavering support for Spaulding’s 
mission throughout this tumultuous 
and yet productive year. And most 
importantly, we want to thank each 
and every one of our families, children 
and youth. You, above all, continue to 
inspire us and strengthen our purpose.

2022 should be most exciting for 
Spaulding. We will continue to expand 
our networks, including hosting the 

“Families in Bloom” community event 
in April and the Spaulding Scramble 
golf outing in September. We will  
generate knowledge and share  
impactful tools through our six federal 
grant projects, and increase Spaulding 
caregivers’ access to services and  
resources through the use of technology. 
And not least, we will continue putting 
in place hiring and labor practices 
and decision-making processes that 
reflect our commitment to advance 
diversity and inclusion.

We are moving forward this year with 
the hope of better days to come. 
Let’s keep focused on our strategic 
priorities and hold tight to our shared 
resilience. That is how we will create 
a truly memorable year.



•FUNDING
•SPENDING
•SUPPORT
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TOTAL REVENUES

Government Grants  46%
Services 48%
Other 1%
Foundations 4%
Contributions 1%

TOTAL EXPENSES

Programs & Services 85%
Management 14%
Development & Other 1%

FUNDING SPENDING SUPPORT
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CHILD & FAMILY
SERVICES
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2021 FACTS
Launched the 2021-2023  
Strategic Plan with a vision of 
being recognized as a leader in 
promoting policies and practices 
where differences are celebrated  
and leveraged to ensure our  
children, families and communities  
get the support they need to thrive.

190
432
CHILDREN SERVED

FAMILIES SERVED  
INCLUDING PARENTS, 
PROSPECTIVE AND  
EXISTING FOSTER  
AND KINSHIP FAMILIES



IN THE LAST YEAR 
SPAULDING 
FOR CHILDREN...
14   SPAULDING.ORG



SPAULDING.ORG   15

WWK 
WENDY’S WONDERFUL KIDS 

Through support from the Dave Thomas Foundation, 
Spaulding for Children hosts two Wendy’s Wonderful 
Kids recruiters who work with smaller caseloads to 
ensure they can provide children with the attention, 
resources and support they need to find the adoptive 
families they deserve.

46 
ENGAGED  
IN SERVICES

35 
GRADUATED/
LEFT SERVICE 
AREA

71 
REMAINED 
ENGAGED  
IN SERVICES

MIECHV
MATERNAL, INFANT, AND EARLY  
CHILDHOOD HOME VISITING

A HEALTHY FAMILIES AMERICA - WAYNE PROGRAM

A Healthy Families America-Wayne Program with the 
focus on the prevention of abuse and neglect through 
the provision of home and community-based services, 
the Center has been successful in the prevention of 
out-of-home placement in 99% of the families served. 

71 
OF THE MATCHED 
GOALS REACHED

14  
ACHIEVED  
PERMANENCY



STRONGER
FAMILIES
BUILD
STRONGER
COMMUNITIES
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HOW WE BUILT STRONG FAMILIES
  We kept children from entering foster care by teaching and supporting 
their parents to safely care for them in their homes.

  We supported and empowered families to overcome their challenges 
and eliminated safety concerns so that their children could be safely 
reunited with them.

  We provided mentoring support for foster youth.

  We provided Personal Protection Equipment and household goods, 
grocery gift cards and supplies to families during the pandemic.

  We built relationships with the community and partnered with  
business organizations.

  We found permanent families for children and youth who needed one; 
they are now thriving in the care of their adoptive families.

  We provided scholarship funds to support foster youth interested in 
higher education.

  Through national grant projects, we created products and materials  
to equip families caring for children with a history of trauma.



18   SPAULDING.ORG

THE RESOURCE FAIR
PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH DETROIT PAL

Spaulding Resource Fair presented a 
broad array of important information, 
professional resources, and valuable 
services for protecting health and 
improving the quality of life of families 
and children.

Presented in partnership with Detroit 
PAL (Police Athletic League), the 
Spaulding Resource Fair was  
sponsored by BrassCraft, a MASCO 
Company. The event was held in 
Detroit at The Corner Ballpark, site of 
the old Tiger Stadium.



GREAT PEOPLE,
SPECIAL TIMES
AND PLACES
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FUN, IN-PERSON
THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS, 
SUPPORTERS AND STAFF

Spaulding families enjoyed the  
Summer Fun Movie Night, a complete  
drive-in experience, including a 
screening of the 2019 animated 
feature film, "The Mitchells vs. The 
Machines." Spaulding families also 
enjoyed a Trunk-or-Treat, where  
families enjoyed some Halloween  
fun in a safe environment.
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HAPPY 
TO BE 
BACK
TOGETHER
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H-BASS & UIA
HOSPITAL-BASED ADOPTION SUPPORT  
SERVICES PROJECT & UNDERSTANDING  
INFANT ADOPTION
The Hospital-Based Adoption  
Support Services (H-BASS) is a 
federal grant to help ensure pregnant 
women who wish to place a child for 
adoption have access to well-trained 
staff and comprehensive supports 
in hospital settings throughout the 
adoption process. 

H-BASS team reached out to 3,699 
individuals in approximately 1,850 
hospitals in the 43 states. 



INSTITUTE 
FOR FAMILY 
& COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
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TOOLS
& TRAINING
FOR PARENTS
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NTDC
THE NATIONAL TRAINING AND 
DEVELOPMENT CURRICULUM FOR 
FOSTER/ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

The National Training and Development 
Curriculum (NTDC) is a federal grant 
to develop, implement and evaluate 
a curriculum that will prepare and 
provide ongoing training to foster and 
adoptive parents to effectively parent 
children exposed to trauma, separation 
or grief and loss.

Jessie Howell, a foster parent for over 
10 years, has been a participant of 

NTDC. She shares, it’s not just about 
what’s covered in class, “What NTDC 
teaches you is that this is a journey. 
It’s like college – they don’t teach you 
everything, they teach you how to 
learn. If you think you have it all down, 
you probably don’t. Parents leave 
NTDC knowing this will be hard, but 
have some tools and know where to go.

For more information go to  
www.ntdcportal.org.

Pictured opposite: 
Jessie Howell, Foster Parent 
Participant of the NTDC Pilot Project
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“  It's like college – 
they don't teach 
you everything, 
they teach you 
how to learn.”



QIC-AG
THE NATIONAL QUALITY IMPROVEMENT  
CENTER FOR ADOPTION AND GUARDIANSHIP  
SUPPORT AND PRESERVATION

The National Quality Improvement 
Center for Support and Preservation  
(QIC-AG) is a federal grant to  
implement and evaluate evidence- 
based supports and interventions 
designed to achieve long-term, stable 
permanency in adoptive and  
guardianship homes.
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ACADEMY FOR
FAMILY SUPPORT
& PRESERVATION
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MPLD
THE MINORITY PROFESSIONAL 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

The AdoptUSKids MPLD is a  
component of a federal grant to  
implement a 12-month fellowship 
program designed for emerging  
minority leaders working in the  
adoption field. 

The project continues to strive to 
impact states, tribes, and territories 
across the nation. To date, 50% of 
MPLD alumni have been promoted 
either during the fellowship or  
shortly after.

Pictured are Cohorts and Mentors.

SPAULDING.ORG   29



THANK 
YOU
TO 
OUR
VALUED
DONORS

30   SPAULDING.ORG

OCTOBER 1, 2020 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
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A. Jordan Consulting, LLC  
– Alfred Jordan 

ABLC

Stefanie Abrams

John & Dorothy Alexander

Katie Alvarado

Matt Alvarado

Amazon Smile

Mary Anne

Quintina Austin

Barbara Baldo

Chana Barksdale

Melanie Bartlett

Benefit Review Services

Dan & Mary Bennett

Mary Bennett

Sandra Bennett

Big Family of MI

Russell Bisinger

Jamie Bozarth

Deni Bozinovsk

Charles W. Bragg

Chanita Brantley

BrassCraft, a MASCO Co.

Daisha Breckenridge

Tina Bruce

Melissa Bunker

Kelly Burdell

Tracey Burke

Charles Burnett

Lillian Bzdok

Judson Center

Charco Realty, LLC  
– Charles Lechner

Marilyn Chasteen

Cherry Creek, LLC

Emily Chimento

Nadine Clark

Ray & Debbie Clements

Leslie Cohen

Sue Cohick

Mary Corcoran

Alyssa Corpolongo

Matt Corpolongo

Sharon Corpolongo

Cindy Costello

Holly Couture

Hannah Crane

Nancy Crawford

Veronica Crawford

Michael Cunningham

Manuela Cupler

Mary D.S.

Theodore E. Danielson

Alicia Deneau

Detroit Lions Event  
– Host Committee

Sabrina Dipietro

Dayries Donald

April Estrada

Lisa Fanstan

Matthew & Laura Fish

Dondieneita Fleary-Simmons

DONOR LISTING
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Ionna Garrisi

Amy George

Brittney Gist

Cheryl L. Gist

Phillip & Jasmine Gist

Colett Goleniak

David Graham

Charlie Grant

Verna Green

Stephanie Hall

Stephanie Hardy

Nancy Hatcher

Derisha Hayes

Health Alliance Plan

Bruce & Victoria Henderson

Kris Henneman

Monica Hernandez

Bree Hoski

Cassie Hutson

IBM Employee  
Services Center

Gloria Jabrock

Larie Jacobs

Melissa Jenovai

Suzanne Johnson Estate

Mable Jones

Rhonda Jordan-Phillips

Olga Marina Julien

Alison Kenyon

Jacki Kluge

Kraigh K. Kluge

Sharie Knight

Eowyn Knoll

James Krolik

Shaun Lampkins

Jennifer Land

Kayla Latondras

Kristen Light

Deandre Lipscomb

Melinda Lis

Edward Liversidge

Susan Loush

Sandra Lucas

Cheryl Macari

Taylor Mahrle

Shauna Marks

Crystal Martin

Lisa Massat

Renee McCarthy

Vanessa McDaniel

Shannen Meyers

Rodenna Miggins

George Miller

Theresa Mitchell

Anna Mitrik

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Monroe

Dan & Chelsea Montalvo

Helen Montalvo

Katie Moore

Doretha Morgan

DONOR LISTING
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Sue Mortzfield

Virginia Mussey

Domenique F. Nash

Network for Good

Joanne Nicholson

Stacey Oakes

Susan P.

Chelsea Pantano

Deborah Pantano

Nick Pantano

Barb Patterson

Cristina Peixoto

Maxwell Pelkey

Michael Pickman

Kristi Plain

Kate Pogany

Crystal Potter

Kadi Prout

Michael Quinn

Noah Ramsey-Smith

Gloria Reyes

Tami Rogers

Sylvia Ross

Judy Sadd

Aldo Salerno

Rhonda Sayers

Don & Mary Schock

Sarah Schoenherr

Karimah Scott

Jean Seanlon

Sophie Seck

LaTonya S. Shephard 

Crystal T. Smith

Stephanie Smith

Willie L. Smith

Danelle Stiffler

Jaclyn Stiffler

Jamie Stiffler

Joy Stoots

Mariellen Supanich

Julia M. Swartout

Sarah Terrien

Rebecca Thompson

Melissa Thun

Sevetra Tucker

Nyiemah T. Twyman

United Wholesale  
Mortgage, LLC (UWM)

Vanguard

Kristina Vaseau

Katherine E. Ward

Wayne State University

Wendy's Detroit Area 
Owners

Michelle West

Erika Wilkins

Ron, Pam & Paige Wood

Joel Woznicki

Sheila Yax

Mike & Amanda Youngblood

DONOR LISTING
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A WORD ABOUT THOSE 
WHO HAVE HELPED US 
IN THIS PAST YEAR
Even as the national emergency posed 
by COVID-19 entered its second year, 
Spaulding for Children continued to 
provide services and resources to 
children, parents and families. With all our hearts, thank you 

to all – supporters, volunteers, 
staff and board members –  
who made it possible.
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BOARD OFFICERS

Bruce A. Henderson, JD,  
Board President
Kristi Plain,  
Board Vice President
Alfred Jordan,  
Board Treasurer
Cristina Zatek,  
Board Secretary
Cristina Peixoto,  
Agency President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS

Sheryl Collier
Verna S. Green 
Rhonda Jordan-Phillips
Sandra Kent
Jim Krolik, PhD 
DeAndre A. Lipscomb 
Edward Liversidge
Rodenna Miggins
Joanne Nicholson 
Kenneth Rice
Crystal T. Smith 
Willie L. Smith 
Veryl Williams, PhD

AMBASSADOR BOARD  
MEMBERS 

Nancy Crawford
Vicky R. Franklin 
David Graham 
Ursula Graham
Ian Grant
Mable V. Jones, PhD 
Orlandus Smith, Sr. 

Please visit Spaulding.org for a  
detailed list of our leadership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TO THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
WE SERVE, YOU – THE SPAULDING 
COMMUNITY – MAKE ALL THE  
DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.



OUR MISSION
In partnership with families,  
communities, organizations,  
states and the nation, Spaulding  
for Children’s mission is to assure 
that all children grow up in safe,  
permanent families and have  
the help they need to be  
successful in life.

SPAULDING.ORG

Spaulding for Children 
16250 Northland Drive, Suite 120  
Southfield, MI 48075
Monday-Friday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
PHONE 248.443.0300  
FAX 248.443.7099


